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timate, conveisational, confidential almost, following Mr
Leslie Banks' Chorus in the film Theie it did not matter,
but here one wished that Mr Hams could have used his
fine voice and equally fine stage presence and poise, with
greater freedom His failure to do this was the stranger as I
lemember Miss Dorothy Green herself as a lemaikable
Chorus in the other manner My other complaints are
similar Neither the 'Once more unto the breach' nor the
Crispin speech was given correctly
Both were spoken intimately, with chatty and haphazard
turns to the hsteneis, and no sense of their peculiar struc-
tures The first was well set on a foie-stage with diffeient
levels, but these levels were not used Henry should have
maintained a position of greater power, one foot on a step
perhaps, his body facing the town but his head turned to
his followers then let it ring out, holding something in re-
serve for the second wave (all such speeches in Shakespeare
gather volume as they proceed) Mi Paul bcofield, a
young actor of considerable promise, h is not yet the vocal
contiol for such a speech But his conception was it fault
So, too, with the more subtle 'Crispin1 speech Ihis is my
reading The King is hampcied by his follower' kais Can
he hold them^ He starts weakly, repeating himself, search-
ing for a direction The start can be colloquial, or weakly
rhetoncal He is turning over papeis - or someone bungs
him a scroll - his eye catches a word I he Feast oi G ispian
The word registers This day is called the feast o( Gus-
pian ' Its sound delicately touching, yet just missmsf, the
word Chustian exactly corresponds to the chivalnc heroism
in question Henry now has the required note, he is newly
inspired, quickly the flame spieads, in his words, in his
followers' response He enlists his listeners' deepest selves,
awakes their spontaneous desire foi heroic renown Eter-
nity swims into the purview, yet humour is present too, the
nng of English names is puie, marvellous, rhetonc Ihe
thing unfolds, gathers height and power, towers up like a
cobra During it the King sees his success, you watch his